A few MVE cases were also confirmed in NSW and SA. Otherwise there have only been a few sporadic cases confirmed 3, 4 with anecdotal reports of others 5 .
Concurrent with the MVE cases in 2011 in NSW there was an extensive outbreak of encephalitis in horses due to WNV, with approximately 1100 cases observed and a case fatality rate of 11% Blindness was shown to be due to chorioretinitis and mild enceph- . BEFV only infects cattle and buffalo, causing a severe but short febrile disease, often associated with recumbency, locomotor difficulties, shifting lameness and difficulties in swallowing 19 -signs similar to rabies in cattle. There is a high morbidity but generally low mortality and the majority of animals recover rapidly (typically in about three days, hence the colloquial name). In the endemic coastal regions of NSW north of Sydney and in Qld and the NT, infection is restricted to younger animals born since the last occasion that the virus was spread 20 .
Beyond the endemic areas, cattle of all ages are affected 21 . The disease can have a severe impact in dairy herds because there is almost complete cessation of milk production in infected cows 22 .
In beef herds, the decline in milk availability can severely impact on calf health and growth. The severe fever often induces a temporary infertility in males that lasts for several months but can be permanent. Although the epidemiological patterns and association of outbreaks with high rainfall suggest a mosquito vector, there remains a dearth of supporting evidence. There is some evidence to incriminate Culex annulirostris as the most likely vector 23, 24 .
